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The Germans were taken prisoners, and the correspondent
of Collier's Weekly was extricated from his dilemma. Neither
he nor the Germans were armed, so the danger had never
been very real except from exterior sources.
Hopper was again left to his own resources, and he sought
a convenient shell-hole. In this shallow pit he found two
privates from the medical corps assisting a wounded man.
They had unlimbered a stretcher, and Hopper was assigned
to carry one end of it towards a dressing station some distance
across the field, thus releasing one of the medical corps men
to remain and serve other wounded men.
On the way back, Hopper and his companion set down
their burden to talk to a soldier who was inquiring the way
to the dressing station.
"Are you hit?" he was asked.
He pulled up his shirt and exhibited a tiny blue hole in
his abdomen.
"He was a walking dead man," said Hopper, "and he did
not know it."
Hopper's story, narrated at Chepoix, appeared via cable
next morning in the Tribune.
Some weeks later, Hopper's own story appeared in Collier's.
Both were interesting sidelights on the Battle of Cantigny.
General Ely and others participating directly probably saw
the battle through other glasses. Much was on their shoulders.
The then Colonel Ely, commander in that important battle,
was able to add it to other laurels to come. The War De-
partment has summed this up in laconic fashion as follows:
At Cantigny the 2$th was commanded by Hanson E. Ely,
then Colonel, now Major General, U.S.A.
Born in Independence, Iowa, November Z3, 1867, Gen-
eral Ely has a most distinguished service record*
He saw service on our Western frontier and in the Philip-